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PRACTICE
Since our last newsletter we have waved a fond farewell to the last
founding partner of the business, Raymond Whittaker, who retired as
a director at the end of July 2015. Raymond continues to maintain an
interest in the practice acting as a consultant, though he is also now
free to explore his further interests of printmaking, as a custodian of St
Mary’s Church, Wreay (you may have seen him talking to Michael
Portillo recently on the television) and the joys of being a grandparent.
Since Raymond’s departure the practice has continued to expand our
client base with a diverse range of projects and our new commissions
have included sports facilities, health spas, private houses, veterinary
surgeries and bakeries. We have taken on a number of new members
of staff to complement our existing workforce of talented and dedicated
personnel; architectural technologists Mike Hartley and Afshin Bari have
both joined the practice in the past few months, bringing with them some
key new skills including Transport and Highways specialisms and BIM
capabilities. With an increasing workload and positive signs for the near
future we are still actively seeking additional members of staff to join
our team.
Sandside Lodge Site Plan Proposal - Ulverston ►
Cricket Club BIM Model Proposal - Carlisle ►

STORM DESMOND
The Trout Hotel, Cockermouth
For the second time in 6 years, The Trout Hotel in the centre of
Cockermouth succumbed to the devastating floods unleashed by Storm
Desmond in December.
Despite extensive flood defence works throughout the town since the
2009 floods, these were breached causing extensive flooding
throughout the town . The whole of the hotel was flooded to a depth of
4 feet throughout the ground floor of the building.
Extensive refurbishment works are well under way and the hotel is due
to re-open in July 2016.
Sports Facilities
We have been working extensively with several sports clubs including
Carlisle Rugby Club, Eden Golf Club, Carlisle Cricket club, Carlisle
United and Carlisle Squash Club to assist with the flood reinstatement
works and develop proposals for new flood resilient facilities. We are
currently preparing schemes for new build facilities for both the cricket
and rugby clubs to present to Sport England next month. Meanwhile
the squash club have their courts back in use and it is anticipated Eden
Golf Club will be reopened following a major refurbishment next month.
Cricket Club 2015 Floods, Carlisle▲
The Trout Hotel 2015 Floods, Cockermouth ►

AWARDS
Cottons Hotel and Spa, Knutsford
A new bedroom extension to the ever popular 4 star Cottons Hotel and
Spa at Knutsford has been successfully completed for Shire Hotels
Limited. The £2.5M project was completed on time and on budget and
comprises 30 new executive bedrooms. The works included extensive

external works including the formation of an new road access and
extension to the car park and grounds. The project has been shortlisted
for the LABC Building Excellence Awards 2015 Northern region.
The Lakes Distillery, Cumbria
We are proud that the Lakes Distillery has been shortlisted for 2 Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) Awards within the North West
Region in the ‘Building Conservation’ and ‘Tourism’ categories.
Regarded as the UK’s premier property and construction awards, the
RICS Awards bring together the most innovative projects in the region.
The winning entries will be unveiled at a prestigious ceremony on the
22nd of April at Rum Warehouse at The Titanic Hotel, Liverpool. As well
as being shortlisted for the RICS Awards this year, The Lakes Distillery
was also successful in the LABC Building Excellence Awards 2015
Northern region, picking up the accolade of “Winner” of the Best Small
Commercial Building category and was “Highly Commended” in the
Best Change of Use of an Existing Building or Conversion category.
AST Signs, Penrith
Also shortlisted for the RICS Awards in the “Commercial” category is
“The Box”, AST Signs’ new purpose built headquarters in Penrith.
Working in collaboration with the client, the building design has enabled
AST Signs to combine all their operations, staff, and processes onto a
single site, and has also been utilised to showcase the company’s
capabilities and talents.

◄ The Lakes Distillery, Cumbria
◄ Cottons Hotel and Spa, Knutsford
◄ Cottons Hotel and Spa Ensuite, Knutsford
▼ AST Signs, Penrith

EDUCATION
School Design Projects
As members of the Professional Services Framework of Cumbria
County Council, we continue to provide design solutions to a number
of the County’s schools. These projects frequently involve design
proposals to provide the necessary facilities generated by expanding
pupil numbers and changing legislative requirements. We are currently
working on 2 extension projects for schools at Houghton and Robert
Ferguson Schools, both in Carlisle, as well as an entirely new 80 place
Special Educational Needs (SEN) School in Ulverston. We have

recently completed the Feasibility Study for the 80 place SEN school
which would replace the existing Sandside Lodge facility. Construction
is scheduled to start next year with completion in due 2018.

Robert Ferguson Primary School, Carlisle ►
Sandside Lodge, Ulverston ►
Houghton Primary School, Carlisle ▼

HOTEL & LEISURE
Lodge on the Park, Solent Hotel, Whiteley, Hampshire
An exciting new 50 bedroom hotel has been granted planning
permission approval following 2 years of careful negotiations with the
local Planning Authority.
The proposals include a new 2 storey bedroom wing extension to the
Parsons Collar public house and the extensive alterations to the pub to
form a new hotel reception and associated accommodation.
Works are due to start on site this summer with completion due by
Easter 2017.
Theatre Royal, Workington
Extensive refurbishment works to the Theatre Royal in Workington
completed last week. The new facilities provide office, recording studio
and rehearsal facilities for the music charity Soundwave; a new
community foyer café and refurbished auditorium. The Workington
Playgoers are planning a grand opening in May with a production that
celebrates the 80 year history of the Playgoers.

Theatre Royal, Workington ►
Solent Hotel, Hampshire▼

RETAIL
Cranstons Food Hall, Brampton
Following our long association with Cranstons Butchers we have
recently completed the commission for their latest retail venture, a new
food hall to replace their existing shop in Brampton, Cumbria. The new
Food Hall which has been inserted into the former HSBC Bank building
across the road from their previous premises, was formally opened on
14 February 2016 with the traditional sausage cutting ceremony. The
construction phase provided us with a number of challenges including
the removal of the bank’s strong room with walls of concrete that were
over 20 inches thick.
Gretna Gateway Outlet Village, Gretna
Following the successful completion of Phase 3 of the existing outlet
village, we have been subsequently commissioned to provide the design
services associated with the proposed “North Car Park”. This will
provide much needed relief to the local road network as the centre has
experienced a significant increase in visitor numbers over the recent
summer and Christmas trading seasons.
◄ Cranstons Food Hall Entrance, Brampton
▼ Cranstons Food Hall Butcher’s Counter, Brampton
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