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PRACTICE
Welcome to the Spring 2015 issue of the Architects Plus (UK) Ltd
Newsletter. It has been a while since our last edition and since that time
we have celebrated 25 years in practice and undergone a revamp of
our corporate image including a new and updated look to our web-site
www.architectsplus.co.uk.
We are happy to report that our workload appears to be reflective of a
general optimism within the industry, we have accepted a significant
number of new commissions in the recent months as well as the revival
of a number of key projects for existing clients. We have welcomed a
number of new staff members to our team. Keane Rogers and Andrew
Stevens are both qualified architects who joined the practice last year
and they have already established excellent working relationships with
our clients and fellow consultants.
Our workload continues to reflect a diverse and exciting range of clients
and building types and we hope that you will take a few moments to
review some of the projects which we are currently involved with….

COMMERCIAL
CCC Offices, Botchergate, Carlisle
Architects Plus worked with Thomas Armstrong for the design and
submission of a competitive bid for a new contemporary and sustainable
office building for Cumbria County Council along Botchergate, Carlisle.
The proposed design offered an open plan office split across 3 floors
with support, meeting, conference and training spaces linked by a top
lit atrium space.
Ast Signs, Penrith
You may have noticed a sleek black box gradually appearing on the
outskirts of Penrith adjacent to the M6 motorway, this is the new office
and production facility for AST Signs, one of the leading specialist fleet
and rail branding businesses in the UK. Work has been progressing
well and is due to complete in the next few weeks. The completed
building will allow AST Signs to provide state of the art design, printing
and vehicle wrapping in a single facility.
Cumbria County Coucil Offices Botchergate Elevation ▲
Cumbria County Coucil Offices Internal Atrium ►
Ast Signs  Currently Under Construction ▼

RETAIL
The Lanes Shopping Centre, Carlisle
The practice has continued to provide design services for a number of
projects within The Lanes Shopping Centre, Carlisle, which is situated
within the Conservation Area of the city. Most recent projects have
included proposals to create a 60,000ft² unit and extend a number of
ground floor units to additional space to accommodate a growing
demand in the city centre for larger retail units. We have also produced
the recent ‘Phase 3’ proposals featured in the local press to extend the
centre across Lowther Street, providing additional retail as well as
parking, food court and cinema.
Cranstons Ltd (Family Butchers)
Architects Plus have worked with Cranstons over a number of years
helping them to expand and establish a striking modern identity,
including the developments of the foodhalls at Penrith and Orton
Grange. Architects Plus are responsible for the extension to the Penrith
factory which is currently on site at Ullswater Road and due for
completion in June. The new building will not only provide much needed
production space but also a state of the art facility for beef maturation.
Customers in the busy Cranstons shop in Brampton will be aware that
the premises are very restricted. In order to improve their service
Cranstons have purchased the premises of the former HSBC Bank just
across the street from their existing shop. Architects Plus are engaged
in transforming the bank into a new foodhall offering a better shopping
environment and a wider stock. Opening is scheduled for late Autumn.
Gretna Gateway Outlet Village - Phase 3
Works to phase 3 of Gretna Gateway Outlet Village are progressing on
site with a completion scheduled for the end of May. The project will
provide an additional 17,000 ft² of retail space for the existing outlet
centre with a Next Outlet as the anchor tenant.
▲ The Lanes Shopping Centre Carlisle  Phase 3  Lowther Street
◄ The Lanes Shopping Centre Carlisle - Phase 3 Interior
◄ Cranstons Factory, Penrith - Construction in progress
▼Gretna Gateway Outlet Village  Phase 3

RESIDENTIAL
Waterhead Close, Ambleside and Albion Mills, Lancaster
Two residential projects for Thomas Armstrong (Construction) Ltd and
Impact Housing Association are nearing completion.
Waterhead Close, Ambleside is a mixed tenure development with
affordable rent, shared ownership and market sale properties while
Albion Mills, Lancaster provides affordable rent family housing and flats
designed specifically for residents with disabilities. Both schemes have
been designed to respond to the challenging topography and the
surrounding landscape utilising local materials and reclaimed stone
from the sites.
Albion Mills was an industrial site of former mill buildings adjacent to
the Lancaster Canal and part of the Lancaster conservation area while
Waterhead Close is a predominantly rural setting just to the north of
Lake Windermere. Landscaping has been at integral to both scheme
and have been developed while working closely with Local Authority
ecologists and tree officers to ensure that the existing ecologies of the
sites are maintained and enhanced.
Waterhead Close, Ambleside ►
Albion Mills, Lancaster ▼

EDUCATION
Schools Projects
Since our last newsletter, we have undertaken a number of education
projects for Cumbria County Council. As part of the “Transforming
Learning Programme”, Architects Plus have provided design solutions
to increase the capacity of 6 Primary Schools in Carlisle and more
recently we have looked at the catering and dining facilities of a further
5 primary schools across the county as part of the “Universal Infant Free
School Meals” initiative to provide all 5-7 year olds with a school meal.
We continue to work with a number of individual schools (primary
schools, academies and church schools) on projects to provide
additional teaching spaces, external playground areas and ancillary
accommodation.
Newtown Community Primiary School, Carlisle ►
Petteril Bank School, Carlisle ▼

HOTEL & LEISURE
Cottons Hotel, Knutsford + Solent Lodge, Whiteley
A new 32 bedroom extension to the popular 4 star Cottons Hotel in
Knutsford, Cheshire is on site at present for Shire Hotels Limited, with
completion scheduled for Autumn 2015.
Architects Plus are also developing a scheme for a 50 bedroom hotel
at Whiteley, Hampshire. The site is adjacent to the Parsons Collar public
house for Daniel Thwaites Plc. We are hoping to submit a planning
application soon with works programmed to start on site later this year.
The Theatre Royal, Workington
The Theatre Royal, Workington has recently received Big Lottery
funding to refurbish and develop the theatre to provide new communities
facilities. We have been working closely with the Workington Playgoers
Club and the music charity, Soundwave to develop proposals for a new
community foyer café, recording studio and rehearsal spaces. It is hope
work will start on site later this summer.
The Lakes Distillery
Architects Plus have been involved in the £6M restoration and
renovation of a former 1850’s Victorian Model Farm into the first whisky
distillery in the Lake District National Park for over 100 years. Working
closely with the Lake District National Park Planning Authority all of the
existing farm buildings have been renovated utilising traditional
materials and skills to form a distillery, shop, bistro and visitor centre.
Located next to Bassenthwaite Lake, the Lakes Distillery opened in
December 2014, and is the largest whisky distillery in England,
producing malt whisky, gin and vodka.

◄ The Lakes Distillery, Shop Entrance
◄ The Theatre Royal, Workington
▼The Lakes Distillery, Board Room
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